Minneapolis Public Schools Assessment Calendar 2025-2026

Research, Evaluation, & Assessment (REA) - Public Website | REA - Staff Intranet | Statewide Testing Results |

GO

Additional Required Spanish Lanquage Assessments |

Assessment Descriptions and More Information | B 2025-2026 Assessment Calendar

Assessment

Required
By

Fall Dates

Winter Dates

Spring Dates

Required Grade Levels

e Grades K-1: earlyReading, earlyMath
e Grades 2-5: aReading, CBMreading, aMath

Grades 2-3: earlyReading Nonsense Word

Estimated
Duration

5-30 minutes

(Spec Ed)

special ed criteria

EastBridge MPS Sep. 2 - Oct. 3, 2025 Jan. 5 - Jan. 30, 2026 May 4 - May 29, 2025 Fluency subtest if below benchmark on depending on test
CBMreading
e Grades 5-9: aReading, aMath
Students are required to take all six Capti ReadBasix
subtests IF below benchmark on FastBridge: *Recommend 2
e Grade 4-5: score below 40th percentile on Sessions
CMBR Fall SY25-26
) Grode'6—8: score below 40th percentile on 40 minutes for the
Capti ReadBasix State of MN Sep. 2 - Oct. 17,2025 Jan. 5 - Feb. 13, 2026 areading Fall $Y25-26 . first 4 subtests/skills
e Grade 9: score below 15th percentile on
aReading Fall SY25-26 .
e Grade 10: score below 15th percentile on (th or f;mnglir;tijr;ceszfor the
recent aReading Fall SY25-26 9 .
subtests/skills
e Grade 11-12: score “Does not meet” for
MCA/MTAS.
Grade 2: Verbal,
Advanced Learners Assessment Quantitative and
. e Grade 2: Naglieri for all Nonverbal (90 min)
Naglier MPS @ 101= @ 2, 202 e Grades 3-5 Naglieri Verbal or Quantitative Grades 3-5: Verbal
subtests depending on FastBridge results or Quantitative (30
minutes each)
Listening: 40 min;
WIDA ACCESS State of MN Jan. 26 - Mar. 20, 2026 K-12 students identified as English Learners Readlr?g: 35 m|r.1;
- Speaking: 30 min;
Writing: 50-65 min
Listening: 30 min;
WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLS State of MN Jan. 26 - Mar. 20, 2026 K-12 students identified as English Learners who meet | Reading: 30 min:

Writing: 30 min;
Speaking: 30 min
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Required . . . Estimated
Assessment 9 Fall Dates Winter Dates Spring Dates Required Grade Levels .
By Duration
Only required at NAEP selected testing sites; schools
.26 - .20, 202 2
NAEP State of MN Jan. 26 - Mar. 20, 2026 will be contacted directly (M &R, Gr 4 & 8) hours
MCA Math - State of MN Mar. 2 - May 1, 2026 Grades 3-8; 11 1.5-3 hours
MCA Reading * State of MN Mar. 2 - May 1, 2026 Grades 3-8; 10 2.5-3.5 hours
Grades 5, 8; High School Science MCA will be
MCA Science « State of MN Mar. 2 - May 8, 2026 administered to all students completing Life Science 1.5-3 hours
credit
'éTpA‘i/Egl)t AR Maly State of MN Mar. 2 - May 1, 2026 Grades 3-8; 11 who meet special ed criteria 30-60 minutes
MTAS / Alt MCA - Readi g . T .
(Spec Ed) <adin State of MN Mar. 2 - May 1, 2026 Grades 3-8; 10 who meet special ed criteria 45-90 minutes
MTAS / Alt MCA - Science Grades 5, 8; High School Science Alt. MCA should be
(Spec Ed) State of MN Mar. 2 - May 2, 2026 administered when the life science standard is met 30-60 minutes
P and meet special ed criteria
ACT with Writing Exame MPS April 21 - April 24,2026 | Grade 11; Paper is April 21 50 questions
General:
Civics E - Graduati
IVIC? xam —=rdeudion State of MN Ongoing Grade 9 50 minutes
Requirement .
ELL: 90 minutes
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MPS Spanish Dual Language — Additional Spanish Language Assessments
Applicable only to Emerson, Green Central, Las Estrellas, and the Dual Language Program at Andersen

GO

All MPS district wide and state of Minnesota testing requirements (including the K-3 and 4-12 READ Act screening requirements) also apply to the
Spanish dual language sites, and can be referenced in the table above. MPS Spanish dual language programs also administer additional
reading and math assessments so that students can be tested in both English and Spanish.

Required | Language of . . . Estimated
Assessment 9 guag Fall Dates Winter Dates Spring Dates Required Grade Levels .
By Assessment Duration
Star Spanish Early . : .
. MPS Spanish Sep. 2 - Oct. 3,2025 Jan. 5 - Jan. 30, 2026 May 4 - May 29, 2025 Kindergarten - Grade 1 5-30 minutes
Literacy
Star Spanish Reading MPS Spanish Sep. 2 - Oct. 3, 2025 Jan. 5 - Jan. 30, 2026 May 4 - May 29, 2025 Grades 2-8 5-30 minutes
Star Spanish Math MPS Spanish Sep. 2 - Oct. 3,2025 Jan. 5 - Jan. 30, 2026 May 4 - May 29, 2025 Grades 2-5 5-30 minutes
FastBridge
: MPS Spanish Sep. 2 - Oct. 3,2025 Jan. 5 - Jan. 30,2026 May 4 - May 29, 2025 Grades 2-5 5 minutes

CBMreading Spanish
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Assessment Descriptions and More Information
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Assessment Description & Purpose Format Rationale Source of More Information
Name Requirement
ACCESS for ELLs test items are written from the model Mi ta's A to f
performance indicators of WIDA's five English Language Online. Paper-based Elementary and Elementarv an Minnesotla s Assessments 1or
ACCESS for Proficiency (ELP) standards: Social & Instructional Language, or IEP'/SOAF‘.) Secondar yEdUCGtion ndary tion English Learner
ELLs Language of Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social P . | ( )y
Studies and test forms are divided into five grade level clusters accommodations only. | Act (ESEA Act (ESEA Parent Fact Sheet
(testing grades K-12).
ACCESS for ELLs test items are written from the model
Alternate performance indicators of WIDA's five English Language Elementary and Elementary and
ACCESS for Proficiency (ELP) standards: Social & Instructional Language, Paper-based per IEP Secondar yEdUCCItion Secondar VEducotion WIDA Alternate ACCESS Brochure
Language of Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social accommodations only. Y =econdary EGUCAUON | tor parents
ELLs Studies and test forms are divided into five grade level clusters Act (ESEA) Act (ESEA
(testing grades K-12).
The purpose of the ACT test is to measure a high school student's Minnesota Minnesotg
readiness for college, and provide colleges with one common : : :
ACT data point that can be used to compare all applicants. Online ]Sztgél'gce)s’ section 12toé 330 lon The ACT (Stqff Intromet)
All students must take and pass a civics exam before graduating. | The test may be M ‘ .
. Passing is 30+ out of 50 questions correct. Students cannot be translated into other Innesota . MN Department of Education
Civics Exam prevented from graduating, if they do not pass the test. The languages for EL f;géuégsézzfjtil\?igion 3 W‘
P . H . U
civics exam connects to a broad set of social studies standards. students. subdivision 3
Naglieri is an assessment used as part of the Advanced Learner | Online. Paper-based Minnesota Minnesota
Naglieri Identification process. There are 3 subtests: Verbal, Quantitative | per IEP/504 Statutes, section tatut tion
and Nonverbal accommodations only. | 120B.11.2 120B.11.2
FastBridge assessments are used as districtwide universal e 0Reading & . EastBridge Assessments in
screeners for all students K-9 in order to assess students’ reading aMath: online Minnesota . Minneapolis Public Schools
and math skills. The FastBridge earlyReading and earlyMath and adaptive Minnesota Statutes, section
FastBridge assessments will be given to Kindergarten and Ist grade e earlyReading, Statutes, section —Ll - and MDE Universal Literacy and Dyslexia

students. The aReading and aMath assessments will be given to
students in grades 2-9. CBMreading is required at grades 2-5.
Additionally, any MPS student in grades K-12 who is receiving
either a math or reading intervention should be screened three

earlyMath, &
CBMReading:
one-on-one

120B.11.2 and READ Act

Minnesota Statutes

section 120B.12 (READ
Act)

Screening Guidance
K-3 Requirements
4-12 Requirements
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https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/MinnesotasAssessmentsforEnglishLearners/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/MinnesotasAssessmentsforEnglishLearners/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mmdqGS7O0umVtw9xSPFLLw5RnW4NnQ4o/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AkU5t3elDaGyGSZUfpkJLaa0CzWw7fB4/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AkU5t3elDaGyGSZUfpkJLaa0CzWw7fB4/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/REA/SitePages/The-ACT.aspx
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.02
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/soc/MDE070267
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/REA/SitePages/FastBridge.aspx
https://minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/REA/SitePages/FastBridge.aspx
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/ScreeningGuidance/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/scrguide4_12/
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Assessment Description & Purpose Format Rationale Source of More Information
Name Requirement
times per year. administration
The Minnesota READ Act requires screening for characteristics of
dyslexia in grades 4-12 for those who do not demonstrate . . .
rrz/c:stery ofgf]oundc:tionol reading skills. Capti ReadBasix is the only . W‘Mﬂ
screening tool approved by MDE for this purpose. Minnesota . w
Minnesota Statues Statutes, section e K-3 Requirements
Capti Students taking Capti will complete all six subtests: Word online section 120B.12 ! 120B.11.2 and e 4-12 Requirements
ReadBasix Recognition and Decoding; Vocabulary; Morphology; Sentence bdivisi 2 ! Minnesota Statutes
Processing; Reading Efficiency; Reading Comprehension. subdivision section 120B.12 (READ | Eacilitator's Guide: Capti ReadBasix
. - . . Act) Introduction and Training Video
Capti ReadBasix is a tool where the data may identify students Session
who show characteristics of dyslexia. It does not identify if a E—
student has dyslexia.
The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) measures the Minnesota
success of instruction based on the Minnesota Academic Online. Paper-based Minnesota tatut tion M_mw )
MCA Standards. Results can be used to see if students are mastering er IEP/504 Statutes. section 120B.30 and mw
key content knowledge and attain the skills necessary for future P . ! Elementary and
success in education and the workforce. *Reading and Math are | 9¢commodations only. | 1208.30 and ESEA Secondary Education | MCA Parents Fact Sheet
adaptive tests. Science is linear (same test for each student). Act (ESEA)
Minnesota's alternate assessment, the Minnesota Test of Minnesota
Academic Skills (MTAS) or Alternate Minnesota Comprehensive . Statutes, section
MTAS / Assessment (Alt MCA), is a performance-based assessment in Paper-based per Minnesota 120B.30 and MTAS
reading, mathematics and science for students with the most IEP/504 Statutes, section —
Alternate MCA significant cognitive disabilities. It is the alternate assessment to accommodations only. | 120B.30 and ESEA Elementary and . MTAS Parent Fact Sheet
the MCA, and has substantial reductions in the complexity of the Secondary Education
academic content standards. Act (ESEA)
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a
measure of academic progress across the nation and over time. . Learn more about the NAEP
NAEP is a congressionally mandated program administered by Nationdal Assessment roaram at
the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the US | Online ESEA of Educational Prog ] Inati
NAEP Department of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences. Progress (NAEP) https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportc
Only a subset of schools and grade levels are required to ard/
participate each year.
. Students in Grades K-1 will take the Star Spanish Early Literac . Minnesota Minnesota
Star Spanish assessment which assesses foundqtionoloreoding sl?illls in Y S Statutes, section Statutes, section
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/ScreeningGuidance/
https://minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/REA/REA%20Document%20Library/Assessments/Capti%20and%20Read%20Act/READ%20Act%20Grades%204-12%20Screening%20Tool%20Review_25-26.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=wlSXg4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTI51b7t7_jT8glEt_e2jBSCcDrwQgO2QrN0C7RZx5X8nm7fWJ_Bgw5lp90F5WkkH2ik47cc-2x2pok/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTI51b7t7_jT8glEt_e2jBSCcDrwQgO2QrN0C7RZx5X8nm7fWJ_Bgw5lp90F5WkkH2ik47cc-2x2pok/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTI51b7t7_jT8glEt_e2jBSCcDrwQgO2QrN0C7RZx5X8nm7fWJ_Bgw5lp90F5WkkH2ik47cc-2x2pok/pub
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qY23t4BIMtfJwrS5-5oe17A9M3opPxzf/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
https://www.ed.gov/esea
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/basic/mdaw/mdqy/~edisp/042192.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uCVMKypoTpSYrdqWY9NWPo0T8vZm8-lK/view?usp=drive_link
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/naep/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/naep/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/naep/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
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Assessment
Name

Description & Purpose

Format Rationale

Source of
Requirement

More Information

Spanish. Students in grades 2-8 take Star Spanish Reading test
which assesses overall reading proficiency in Spanish. Students in
grades 2-5 take Star Spanish Math which assesses overall math
proficiency in Spanish.

120B.11.2 and READ Act | 120B.11.2 and

Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.12 (READ

Act)

ACCESS and MCA/MTAS testing scores are embargoed until August/September each year
If you are interested in District or school level results, please visit the MN Department of Education’s MN Report Card for detailed information
e SY24-25 School Testing Calendars are managed by School designated Testing Coordinators and are required to be published on School websites in

October. This link will be updated in the fall

FastBridge earlyReading and earlyMath Required Subtests

Grade

Assessment

Fall Subtests

Winter Subtests

Spring Subtests

Kindergarten

earlyReading

Concepts of Print
Onset Sounds
Letter Names
Letter Sounds

Word Segmenting

Onset Sounds
Letter Sounds
Word Segmenting
Nonsense Words
Letter Names

Letter Sounds
Word Segmenting
Nonsense Words
Sight Words
Letter Names

earlyMath

Match Quantity
Number Sequence - K
Numeral Identification - K

Decomposing - K
Number Sequence - K
Numeral Identification - K

Decomposing - K
Number Sequence - K
Numeral Identification - K

Grade 1

earlyReading

Word Segmenting
Nonsense Words
Sight Words
Sentence Reading

Word Segmenting
Nonsense Words
Sight Words
CBMReading

Word Segmenting
Nonsense Words
Sight Words
CBMReading

earlyMath

Decomposing - 1
Number Sequence -1
Numeral Identification -1

Decomposing - 1
Number Sequence -1
Place Value

Decomposing - 1
Place Value
Story Problems
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https://rc.education.mn.gov/#mySchool/p--3
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PKhk1R-EUpgdYrQA0eUzeyVSmnSoIBQEaniT4Z9nYbE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:rea@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.11#stat.120B.11.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120B.123#stat.120B.123.1
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. . Audience & Estimated
Survey Name | Department Contact Fall Winter Spring .
Format Duration
Students
School Climate Equity an : ,
I qul yg ; Tamuriel Grace October March Grades 3 - 12 15 minutes
Student Survey | School Climate .
Online
frucher Talent Students Grades
Evaluation Koachi Pha November December 15-20 Minutes
Management K-12
Student Survey
SOEI Observer Talent Teachers
Feedback Koachi Pha Anytime Online 5-10 Minutes
Management
Survey
. All Staff
Employee Exit Human Human : , . .
Anytime Online via email
Survey Resources Resources C
invitation
Minnesota Research Administered by MDE every 3 Students Grades
Student Support .
Student Survey Services Evaluation and years (Jan - June) 5-12 1 hour
MSS Assessments Most Recently in 2025 Online
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Survey Descriptions and More Information
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Survey Name

Description & Purpose

More Information

School Climate
Student Survey

The School Climate Student Survey is administered twice annually, in December and May,
to monitor trends and inform school-based climate initiatives. The results guide Equity &
School Climate Teams (ESCT) in each school as they develop targeted strategies to
enhance student experiences.

School Climate Student Survey

Teacher
Evaluation
Student Survey

MPS uses standard district wide student surveys to help capture key dimensions of
classroom life and teaching practice as students experience them. Surveys provide data
that can drive reelection, professional development and growth at the teacher and
school level. The survey students take to contribute to the teacher evaluation framework.

Teacher Evaluation Student Survey

SOEI Observer
Feedback
Survey

Teachers have the opportunity to provide feedback about their experience with the SOEI
Classroom Observation process and the observer who conducted the observation.

The survey form is open year-round (because observations happen throughout the year).

Participation is voluntary, and HR sends out reminders during the second semester, to
encourage people to submit their feedback.

The feedback helps talent management improve the training they provide to observers
as well as helping to identify and target specific concerning behaviors among observers.
The survey helps improve the overall observation process.

Observations and Feedback

with SOEI

This calendar is managed by REA, please email rea@mpls.k12.mn.us for questions or corrections.
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https://www.mpschools.org/departments/equity-school-climate/school-climate-student-survey
https://minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/TE/SitePages/Student-Surveys.aspx?source=https%3a//minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/TE/SitePages/Forms/ByAuthor.aspx
https://minneapolispublicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/TE/SitePages/Standards-of-Effective-Instruction-(SOEI).aspx
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Survey Name

Description & Purpose

More Information

Employee Exit
Survey

All MPS staff are encouraged to complete an Exit Survey upon their departure from
employment with MPS. Participation is voluntary. The survey is open throughout the year.
The results of the survey are intended to help identify trends in separation which can
inform retention strategies, targeted training for supervisors/managers, and identify any
specific patterns of concern.

staffing@mpls.k12.mn.us

Minnesota
Student Survey
(MSS)

The Minnesota Student Survey (MSS) is a voluntary and confidential survey used to gain
insights into the worlds of students and their experiences. It's one of the longest running
youth surveys in the nation, administered every three years by MDE. The MSS is the
primary source of data on youth at the state, county and local level in Minnesota and
assists in bringing youth voice into the decisions made by programs, schools,
communities, and state agencies.

The survey asks students about their activities, opinions, behaviors and experiences in
school climate, bullying, out of school activities, healthy eating, emotional health,
substance use and connections with school and family. Questions about sexual
behaviors are only asked of high school students.

MN Student Survey - Minneapolis

Public School District

MDE Purpose of MSS
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mailto:staffing@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://mss.mn.gov/MSS/about/
https://www.mpschools.org/departments/rea/data-evaluation-research-requests/mn-student-survey
https://www.mpschools.org/departments/rea/data-evaluation-research-requests/mn-student-survey
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